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Indian Philosophy in U.R. Ananthamurthy’s Fiction 

 

Abstract  

This paper discusses different understanding of Indian philosophy and why does 

ancient Indian philosophy still relevant in the post modern age. It uncovers various aspects of 

Indian philosophy that are inherent in U.R. Ananthamurthy’s fictions especially Samskara 

and Bhartipura. It delineates very relevant questions like why the need of spiritual 

development is, how it is important to get Moksha, how to lead life, why cycle of birth and 

death takes place, does reincarnation happen, does god really exist or not, does karma theory 

has its relevance in this materialistic world that is derived from Shrimadbhagawat Gita, is it 

right to control passions and desires, Vedas that are considered oldest religious writings have 

its authenticity, what is the difference between philosophy of advaita and dvaita or which 

kind of philosophy should we adopt, how it can be decided what is wrong and what is right 

etc. All these queries are explained by different schools of philosophy like Samkhya, Yoga 

Darshan, Nyaya Sutra, Vaisheshika, Purva Mimansa, Vedanta, Carvaka, Buddhism, Jainism, 

philosophy of Arthashastra, Ahimsa and Satyagraha etc. Ananthamurthy narrates the theory 

of Karma and Moksa through the protagonist Parenshacharya,  the concept of being wrong 

and right, doubts related to control the passions and desires through the narratives of 

Praneshacharya, Naranappa and Chandri. Theory of dualism and monism are described 
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through the episode of Adi Shankaracharya. There are many episodes where religious texts 

like Vedas, Vedanta, Mahabharta, Gita, Upnishad  are referred to resolve the problems of 

Durvasapur Villagers. In Bhartipura, Ananthamurthy delineates the philosophy of Ahimsa 

and satyagarha through the narratives of protagonist Jagannatha. In Bhava, novelist describes 

the notion of how to lead life, who is wrong and who is right and what the importance of 

spiritual fulfillment through the narratives of different characters. In Avasthe, the philosophy 

of statecraft and economic polity are delineated.  

 

Keywords - Post modern age, theory of karma and reincarnation, dualism, monism, non-

violence. 

 

Introduction   

Indian philosophy constitutes two system (darshanas), orthodox (astika) and 

unorthodox (nastika). Astika does not mean– theistic nor does nastika mean – atheistic. 

Panini, a 5th Century BCE grammarian opinioned that the first is one who relies on the 

spiritual world (asti paralokah) the second is one who does not rely on (nasti paralokah). 

Astika can also be explained as who accept the authority of Vedas and nastika who reject the 

notions of Vedas. In Samskara, Praneshacharya can be considered follower of orthodox 

philosophy as he recites and has faith on the authority of Vedas that is why he follows all 

rules that lies in Vedas while crisis in his life or when he has to find the solution Naranappa’s 

funeral rites. He spends whole day and night in reading of all the sacred books as he has 

immense faith in traditional Indian scriptures. Orthodox system constitute the Nyaya, 

Vaisheshika, Samkhya, Yoga, Purva- Mimansa (or Mimansa ), and Vedanta schools of 

philosophy and unorthodox or heterodox constitute the philosophy of Jainism, Buddhism and 

Materialism (Carvaka). Naranappa, who spends unconventional life, does not believe on the 
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authenticity of Vedas. He even debunks all notions that are against his hedonistic views. He 

does all practices that are against the traditional notions of society especially, being a Madhva 

Brahmin like to have a prostitute, to catch the fishes from sacred pond that is in the temple, to 

drink, to eat flesh, to encourage young generation to take part in drama and music programme 

and make them prepared to join army, to abandon his wife and to appreciate the beauty of 

female especially low caste women etc. All these philosophies are concerned with notion of 

religion (dharma), logic, the nature of knowledge, cosmology (the nature of world), ethics 

and the nature of reality (metaphysics). Orthodox Hindu philosophy considers Veda as 

flawless and unerring origin of wisdom. The classical darshana argue about the relationship 

among the body, mind and the self, nature of truth and knowledge, concept of reincarnation, 

the most prominent question about moksha that states how to get liberation from the cycle of 

birth and death.   

In Samskara, the most prominent question how to get moksha is described. In the 

beginning , the protagonist, Praneshacharya, being a Madhava Brahmin, lead a very 

disciplined life like to serve his sick wife, perform all the rituals that are described in ancient 

scriptures like Vedas, Upanishad, Ramayana and Mahabharata etc., to serve his cow named 

Gowri that is considered poise animal in Hindu dharma, to recite sacred hymns to villagers. 

There is another, completely contrast personality named as Naranappa, who is completely 

unorthodox Brahmin. He does not adhere to the rituals and Hindu culture. He has a concubine 

named Chandri and led a very happy life with Chandri. He is drunkard also and does not like 

by any being of Durvasapur villagers. question of how to lead life, on one hand, a person 

abandons every passions and desires of his present life in order to get moksha means 

salvation from the cycle of birth and death and on the other hand, Naranappa spends his life 

like to satisfy his carnal desires and debunks all the rites and rituals that are described in our 

ancient scriptures.  The notion of karma is also described. Praneshacharya believes in the 
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theory of Karma that is why he performs his duties being a Brahman and husband of a sick 

wife calmly and sincerely without expecting any fruitful results. After the death of 

Naranappa, he takes help of all the sacred scriptures but he could not find the solution.  So 

how important of ancient Hindu scriptures are described in finding the solution of any 

problem. After coming into the contact of Chandri, he realizes the value of carnal desires and 

feels attracted towards other females also. The philosophy of who is right, who is wrong are 

described.  

Sage Kapila is considered as the founder of the Samkhya school (inventory) and it is 

the most ancient orthodox Hindu philosophy. Its philosophy is based on dualism. It states that 

universe is made of two realities, Purusa and Prakriti. Purusa is absolute consciousness and 

beyond any clarification. Prakriti is considered unconscious and made of trigunas: a) Satta- 

calmness, dignity, bliss b) Rajas- action, enthusiasm, incitement c) Tamas- apathy, passivity, 

laziness. Jiva is the condition in which purusa is attached to prakriti by the paste of passions 

and the end of this affinity is moksha. Every human being( character) has its conscious and 

unconscious mind and has all types of qualities. He realizes the taste of passion and wants 

salvation in the end 

Yoga (School of Patanjali) is the physical, mental and spiritual exercise which 

emerged in ancient India with a purpose to attain lasting peace. Yoga means to yoke or to 

concentrate. The practical aspect of the yoga philosophy is the union with the supreme due to 

accomplishment of duties of routine life. Sittamma in Bhava, does all the household chores 

without entangling in this materialistic world and spends her life in harmony and peace. Sroja 

also sleeps with her husband being a dutiful wife, has no attachment with her worldly life and 

seeks peace by drowning herself in Ganga river. The ultimate goal of yoga is moksha ( 

liberation) and to get permanent harmony. Physical exercises of yoga are significant for 

relieve health complications, decrease tension, reduce weight and increase concentration 
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level. In Bhava, Gopal is just in his adulthood and ask her mother who is he.  This is very 

significant question as to know yourself is first and foremost requirement to spend his life 

peacefully and in harmonious way. That is why, he seeks music and concentrate himself and 

utilize his maximum energy to know himself and his entanglement from this mundane world.   

Vaisheshhika ( the atomist school ) is propounded by Kanada Kashyapa. This school 

embraces a type of atomism that the reality is made of four elements (earth, water, air, fire).  

Ganeri defines each of these four elements are of two types- atomic (paramanu) and 

composite. An atom is that cannot be further divided and has a specific type of magnitude 

called “small” (anu). A composite is that can be further divided into atoms and even the 

minimal detectable objects has parts. They advocate that salvation, liberation and knowledge 

can be achieved by a complete understanding of experience and realization of world. They 

espouse their scriptures as undeniable, absolute and authentic source of knowledge. After the 

realization of flesh and brutal activities done by the society, Praneshacharya, adopts salvation 

and liberation and try to know himself irrespective of outer society.  

Nyaya ( the school of logic) is based on texts known as the Nyaya Sutras , which were 

written by Akashpada Gautama. Its most significant contribution is to prove the existence of 

God relied on the Vedas. It delineates that there are four sources of knowledge- perception, 

inference, comparison and testimony. The Nyaya school speculates sixteen categories and 

these categories are valid means of knowledge, objects of valid knowledge, doubt, aim, 

example, conclusion, members of syllogism, hypothetical reasoning, settllement, discussion, 

wrangling, caviling, fallacy, quibbling, sophisticated refutation and point of defeat. 

Purva Mimansa ( Simply Mimansa) main contribution is to provide formulation of the 

rules of Vedic interpretation and establish authority of the Vedas. It emphasizes the dharma 

that is based on Vedic rituals and fire- sacrifices is one of the most important kriya of Vedic 

culture. Hindu ritual, ceremony and law are influenced by this school.  
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Vedanta ( Uttar Mimansa) means last part of knowledge in the Vedas ( knowledge 

section). The main contribution of Vedanta is to establish an idea that self -consciousness is 

continuous with and indistinguishable from consciousness of Brahman. Earlier part of Vedas 

are known as ‘ Karma Kanda’ and that part belong to devotion, worship and meditation are 

known as ‘ Upasana Kanda’. Vedanta school of philosophy are divided into six sub- schools. 

These are Adaita ( monism / non-dualism), Dvaita ( dualism), Visishtadvaita ( monism of the 

qualified whole), Dvaitadvaita ( dualism non-dualism), Suddhadavita and Achintya Bheda 

Abheda school.  

Advaita means non- duality. Adi Shankaracharya was one of the leading contributor 

to extent this philosophy. He states reasoning should be allowed freedom only as long as it 

does not conflict with scriptures. Whose major contribution was to write about prominent 

Vedantic scriptures and was expert in the revival and reformation of Hindu thinking and way 

of life. He states that Brahman is the sole reality there exist nothing whatsoever which is not 

Brahman. In Samskara, there is one episode related to Adi Shankaracharya , in order to give 

the answer of a Brahmin female, he enters into the body of a dead king and realizes the 

satisfaction of carnal desires with the queen. It delineates the importance of experience in 

order to gain knowledge.  

Visishtadvaita means qualified non- dualism. Its greatest consolidator was 

Ramanujacharya. It espoused the notion of supreme-being with basic qualities. For them, 

sense of subject – object was illusory and a sign of ignorance. Individual sense of self was not 

a complete illusion as it is derived from the existence of universe. 

Dvaita ( dualism) Vedanta was proposed by Madhavacharya. It delineates dualism by 

two entities. First is Vishnu or Brahman and second is individual soul ( jiva) , matter etc. 

Moksha is delineated as the realization that all the definite reality is necessarily relied on the 

Supreme. Soul is dependent upon the will of Brahman is stated by this philosophy. Vishnu is 
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considered as the highest object of worship. In Samskara, mostly Brahmin of Durvasapura 

belong to Madhava sect and follow the teachings of Madhavacharya. All the Madhava 

Brahmins have acharya as their surname.  

Dvaitadvaita Vedanta was originated by Nimbarka. According to this philosophy, 

there are three categories of existence- Brahman, soul and matter. Brahman is considered as 

independent entity and soul and matter is dependent on the Brahman. Thus Brahman is 

different from the soul and matter. Self- surrender is the highest form of devotion and 

Krishna and his beloved Radha is considered the highest object of worship. In Bhava, 

Mahamata becomes devotee of Krishna  like Meerabai  after getting carnal experience with 

Dinakar. Shuddhadvaita ( purely non- dualism) was proposed by Vallabhacharya which was 

the teacher of Vallabha sampradaya philosophy that is based on the worship of Krishna.    

Achintya Bheda Abheda was propounded by the Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. He states 

soul is both distinct and non- distinct that is experienced as Krishna, Govinda through the 

process of bhakti. There are some philosophy related to Pasupata, school of Shaivism by 

Nakulisa ( Saiva, the theistic sankhya school). Authority of Vedas are accepted by the above 

mentioned philosophical schools. 

Unorthodox Hindu Philosophical schools (based on Sharmana Philosophical School) 

reject the authority of Vedas. Carvaka or lokayata is based on skepticism and materialism. It 

debunks the concept of Vedas as Vedas are occupied by three shortcomings of untruth, self – 

concentration and tautology. It mocks the concept of liberation, reincarnation, accumulation 

of merit or demerit through the performance of certain action. They assume sensory 

indulgence as the ultimate goal of life and reject the means of knowledge. They state 

consciousness are derived from the body and it ends with perish of the body. Naranappa 

follows materialistic philosophy and physical pleasures are supreme to him. He advices 
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others to lead sensory life, abandon their wife in order to get carnal desire and make 

relationships with low caste women and prostitutes.  

Jainism is a follower spiritual victor. Jain follows the teaching of 24 special Jinas who 

are known as ‘ford – builders’. First Trithankar is Rishabha and most recent Trithankar is 

Lord Mahavira. It delineates that human beings who have experienced the dharma, become 

fully liberated and taught the spiritual path for the welfare of beings. It emphases on 

importance of  all life, non-violence, equality of all life, spiritual independence, self control, 

moksha means realization of the soul’s true nature. Its main principle is Anekantavada means 

reality is perceived differently from different point of view, no single point of view is 

completely true. From the principle of anekantavada, it can be decided whether Naranappa ( 

skepticism philosophy) or Praneshacharya ( orthodox philosophy) is right or wrong. From 

single point of view, nothing can be considered.  

Buddhism is based on the teaching on Siddhartha Gautam . Buddha means 

“awankened one”. Its main characteristics are the denial of permanence, self – existent soul in 

favour of anatta and anicca ( impermanence). Its main contribution is Eightfold Path that 

suggests right view, right intention, right speech, right action, right livelihood, right 

mindfulness and right concentration. It also states that desires and passions are the prominent 

cause of human suffering. In the end of novel Bhava, every character realizes the futility of 

this materialistic world and seeks rescue from all miseries by adopting detachment and let it 

go attitude. It may be Narayana, Dinakar, Gangubai, Saroja, Radha , Sittamma or Shastri etc. 

In Bhartipura, the protagonist, Jagannatha wants to provide equal status and 

opportunity to all the untouchables by temple entry as he tries that god must be accessible to 

all the marginalised. So he follows the philosophy of Jainism that believe in equality and 

worthiness of all being. In order to provide equal opportunity of entering into the temple, he 

takes the path of peace and non- violence that is based on the philosophy of Ahimsa and 
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Satyagarha propounded by the Mahatma Gandhi. That is the other thing that he could not 

succeed in his revolutionary mission and has to be satisfied with his own intellectual talent 

but brings some reformation also in the society.  

In Bhava, there are various situations in which the problem about who is right and 

who is wrong are discussed. In this novel, different characters lead their lives according to 

their own will and consider themselves right. There are two episodes where fire sacrifices are 

performed by the Shastri, Saroja and Pundit to gain something fruitful so it is related with 

Purva Mimansa that is based on the earlier part of Vedas and known as Karma Kanda and 

based on the Vedic rituals and culture. It is also concerned with dissatisfaction of desires and 

passions that is why elite being like Dinakar and Narayan does not get any satisfaction in 

their relationship with Gangubai, who uses both of them. Shastri spends his whole life in 

continuous conflicting fear, dilemma, anxiety and frustration as he commits brutal act and 

does not maintain harmonious relations with anyone except Radha. Sitamma does her 

household chores with dedication without having any kind of expectation to anyone. Thus 

every character feels alienation, frustration, lack of faith, fear of lose, run for money, spiritual 

quest etc. ultimately all wants peace and that is why Dinakar, being highly educated and 

famous TV star becomes frustrated through his materialistic life after having illicit 

relationships other than marriage, takes rescue as becoming Ayyappa Pilgrim. So the 

Buddhism philosophy is to be suggested that passions and desires are the main source of 

human suffering. To let the desires is the ultimate solution of leading a peaceful life. It also 

concerned with the question how to lead a life.  

In Avasthe, protagonist talks about how to govern a state, how to win election, how to 

improve economic politics that all are related to the philosophy of Aarthashastra propounded 

by the Kautilya. This novel also espouses the concept of leading a disciplined life that is 
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related to ancient Hindu Philosophy that admits the authority of Vedas. Thus  Ananthamurthy 

successfully depicts all kind of Indian philosophy especially orthodox and scepticism.  
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